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Le principali
attivita del Centro
EUROPE DIRECT
Siena

Il Centro EUROPE DI-
RECT e un progetto eu-
ropeo - ospitato dall’Uni-
versita di Siena - che pre-
vede [attivazione di ini-
ziative al fine di Informa-
re, comunicare e formare
sui temi dell’Unione euro-
pea.

Si tratta di un network di
oltre 40 Reti Europe Di-
rect (ED) in tutta ltalia,
coordinate dalla Commis-
sione Europea; in Tosca-
na si trovano a Siena e
Firenze che cooperano
attraverso un Coordina-
mento Toscano.

La EUROPE DIRECT
Siena si rivolge a tutti i
cittadini e ha l'obiettivo di
diffondere sul territorio le
informazioni relative alle
politiche ed ai programmi
dell’lUnione nonché dei
finanziamenti al fine di
soddisfare le esigenze
informative e formative
Su questo tema.

La EUROPE DIRECT
Siena si occupa, inoltre,
di organizzare, in collabo-
razione con altre istituzio-
ni e associazioni del terri-
torio, iniziative ed eventi
volti a sensibilizzare i cit-
tadini e soprattutto a pro-
muovere il dibattito, favo-
rendo la conoscenza del-
le tematiche legate all’U-
nione europea.
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Un nuovo inizio:
il G7 per ’Inclusione e la Disabilita

In Umbria, un impegno globale per promuovere diritti e opportunita delle
persone con disabilita attraverso la firma della Carta di Solfagnano

di Daniela Cundro

Dal 14 al 16 ottobre 2024, la citta di Assisi ha
ospitato il G7 sull'Inclusione e Disabilita, un even-
to di rilievo internazionale dedicato alle politiche a
ol favore delle persone con disabilita. Promosso dal
" Ministro per le Disabilita, Alessandra Locatelli,
| I'incontro ha riunito ministri e rappresentanti del
G7 impegnati nella definizione di strategie volte a
favorire l'inclusione sociale, I'accessibilita e l'inte-
grazione lavorativa delle persone con disabilita. In
un contesto simbolico come quello di Assisi, citta
conosciuta per i valori di pace e fratellanza, i par-
tecipanti hanno sottolineato I'importanza di un’azione coordinata tra i Paesi
del G7 per superare barriere fisiche, tecnologiche e culturali. Le discussioni
hanno posto I'accento sulla necessita di armonizzare le politiche a livello
europeo e internazionale, in linea con gli obiettivi del’Agenda 2030 delle
Nazioni Unite per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile. Il summit ha ribadito che I'inclu-
sione delle persone con disabilita non & solo una questione di diritti, ma un
pilastro essenziale per una societa giusta, equa e democratica.

Nel giorno conclusivo, €& stata adottata la Carta di Solfagnano, un documen-
to che formalizza 'impegno dei Paesi aderenti a promuovere politiche inclu-
sive che garantiscano la piena partecipazione delle persone con disabilita in
ogni ambito della vita sociale ed economica. La Carta stabilisce otto priorita
fondamentali per l'inclusione: tra queste, il miglioramento delle infrastrutture
accessibili, il potenziamento dell'integrazione lavorativa, una maggiore diffu-
sione dell'accessibilita digitale, anche con il supporto dell’intelligenza

Continua a pag. 2
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il G7 per I’Inclusione e la Disabilita

artificiale, e la tutela dei diritti fondamentali delle persone con disabilita in ogni settore della societa.
L’inclusione non é vista come un’opzione, ma come una necessita per una democrazia veramente
inclusiva.

Questo G7 ha segnato un notevole progresso, consolidando I'impegno dei Paesi partecipanti a inten-
sificare la cooperazione per affrontare le sfide dell'inclusione. L’obiettivo € quello di trasformare le
promesse in azioni concrete, costruendo una societa in cui le persone con disabilita possano piena-
mente partecipare alla vita sociale ed economica. L'incontro ha inoltre confermato il valore di una vi-
sione condivisa e della collaborazione internazionale per garantire che nessuno venga lasciato indie-
tro, riaffermando I'inclusione come priorita centrale nei programmi di sviluppo globale.
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20 years of EU Enlargement

Twenty years ago, our European family grew bigger. On 1 May 2004, the citizens of Cyprus, Czechia,
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia became citizens of the EU.
Overnight, our Union became a greater political, economic and cultural entity, stretching from Tallinn
to Lisbon, from Valletta to Stockholm, from Dublin to Nicosia. Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia’s acces-
sion a few years later has made our Union even stronger.

The pace of change across the European Union over the past two decades has been remarkable.
450 million Europeans have enjoyed freedom of movement across a larger Union. Citizens have
stronger rights and freedoms. Democracy and the rule of law have been reinforced, despite being te-
sted at times. Opportunities for both people and business have grown.

How this has changed the EU

With the 2004 enlargement, the EU has become one of the world’s largest single markets. We have
witnessed growth and prosperity. Over the past 20 years, continental-scale modern infrastructure and
connections have been built across the 27 Member States, thanks to EU investments and funds. Eu-
ropean society has benefitted from more innovations, public and private investments, the free move-
ment of goods, services, capital and people, higher standards and greater opportunities.

https://commission.europa.eu/20-years-together_en
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Enlargement reports 2024: Commission outlines progress and

priorities for candidate countries

The Commission has adopted the 2024 enlargement reports, which offer a detailed assessment of the
state of play and the progress made by the countries seeking to join the European Union. The reports
also provide guidance on key reform priorities for each country.

The reports cover: Georgia, Moldova, Turkiye, Ukraine and Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia).

The enlargement process gained new momentum throughout 2023 and 2024 with several enlargement
countries making progress on their respective paths towards EU accession. However, countries must
focus on accelerating structural reforms to enable sustainable growth and make progress in meeting
the economic criteria for EU membership. This involves ensuring functioning market economies and
demonstrating they can withstand the competitive pressures of the EU market. Additionally, their eco-
nomic policies should align with the green and digital transition goals.

The enlargement process is merit-based and depends on the progress made by each of the partners.
They must implement irreversible reforms in all areas of EU law, with special emphasis on the funda-
mentals of the enlargement process. The EU supports the enlargement countries through financing
instruments and tools. In addition to the Economic and Investment Plan, the €6 billion Reform and
Growth Facility for the Western Balkans and the €50 billion Ukraine Facility aim to bring forward some
of the benefits of single market access to these countries before they join the EU. Similarly, the recent
€1.8 billion Growth Plan for Moldova will support its socio-economic reforms and boost investment.

https://commission.europa.eu/news/enlargement-reports-2024-commission-outlines-progress-and-
priorities-candidate-countries-2024-10-30_en
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Climate report shows the largest annual drop in EU greenhouse

gas emissions for decades

EU greenhouse gas emissions fell by 8.3% in 2023, compared to
. 2022, reveals the latest climate action progress report by the Euro-
E pean Commission. The report states that net greenhouse gas emis-
&, sions are now 37% below 1990 levels. Over the same period, EU
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 68%. This points to the fact
that reducing emissions and economic growth are compatible. It al-
- il -4 S0 confirms that the EU remains on track to reach its goal of redu-
cing emissions by at least 55% by 2030.

Among the report’s findings are:

a record 16.5% decrease in 2023 emissions from power and industrial installations that are listed
under the EU Emissions Trading System.

a 24% decrease in emissions from electricity production and heating, under the EU Emissions Tra-
ding System, driven by the growth of renewable energy sources, in particular wind and solar
energy.

the EU Emissions Trading System generated revenues of €43.6 billionin 2023 for climate action
investments.

around a 2% decrease in 2023 of overall buildings, agriculture, domestic transport, small industry
and waste emissions.

an 8.5% increase in 2023 in the EU’s natural carbon absorption, reversing the recent declining
trend in the land use and forestry sector.

On the other hand, aviation emissions grew by 9.5%, continuing their post-COVID trend.

Despite the mostly encouraging findings of the report, recent extreme weather events in Europe un-
derline the fact that continued action is needed.

During the past 5 years, the EU has led the way on tackling climate change and environmental degra-
dation under its European Green Deal. It has adopted a set of proposals to make the EU's climate,
energy, transport and taxation policies fit for reducing net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55%
by 2030, compared to 1990 levels. It is also working towards the goal of no net greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2050. Work in this area will remain a priority under the new Commission mandate.

The EU will also continue its international engagement, starting with COP29 from 11-22 November
2024, to ensure that our international partners are also taking the necessary action.

https://commission.europa.eu/news/climate-report-shows-largest-annual-drop-eu-greenhouse-gas-
emissions-decades-2024-11-05_en
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Your Europe, Your Say!

Giving Youth a Voice

On 13-14 March 2025, the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) will bring together near-
ly 100 young participants and 37 teachers from EU Member States, candidate countries and the UK
for its annual Your Europe, Your Say! (YEYS) event. This year, YEYS will focus on the role of young
people in collectively shaping a resilient future. It aims to equip them to engage in civic action and con-
tinue to contribute to participatory democracy activities in their communities and beyond.

Concept and outline

YEYS 2025 will be a 1.5-day event featuring interactive sessions and collaborative workshops. Expe-

rienced facilitators will guide the sessions, helping participants articulate their views and shape recom-

mendations which will then be used to convey their expectations, concerns, interests, priorities and

hopes of a European future that matches their expectations.

The workshops will be structured around questions expected to inspire open communication and de-

bate and to direct youth engagement and dialogue. Here are some examples of questions which could

inspire the debates:

1.What kind of Europe do you want to live in, and what issues are important to you?

2.How do you envisage this European future and what role should young people play in shaping it?

3.What can young people contribute when it comes to forging a Europe that reflects the values and
priorities of its people?

The participants will be encourage participants to think carefully about their beliefs, expectations and

priorities and how they can participate in delivering on them.

Registration (deadline: 25 November)
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/YEYS2025applicationform

TOUR SAY |

Giving Youth
a Voice

13-14 March 2025
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SCUOLA DI POLITICHE EUROPEE

Appuntamento al 29 e 30 novembre 2024 all'Hotel Palace a Viareggio per la seconda edizione della
Scuola di Politiche Europee 'Ursula Hirschmann' dedicata, quest'anno, alle nuove sfide europee nelle
politiche di coesione; realizzata da Casa Europa Viareggio A.P.S. in collaborazione con gli Uffici in Ita-
lia del Parlamento Europeo, la Rappresentanza in ltalia della Commissione Europea e il Movimento
Europeo ltalia.

La Scuola nasce con l'obiettivo di far conoscere meglio 'Europa, le sue istituzioni, gli organismi e le
dinamiche che ne regolano il funzionamento e la capacita di intervento.

Essa viene realizzata ogni anno in collegamento diretto con le istituzioni europee, con le cariche istitu-
zionali e gli alti funzionari europei. Una collaborazione utile per parlare dell’lEuropa di oggi e di quella
futura, della rappresentanza dei cittadini nell'UE, delle prospettive e delle grandi sfide che stiamo af-
frontando, delle politiche comunitarie e dei loro effetti nei vari settori a livello nazionale e locale.

Quest'anno, partendo dall'assetto istituzionale del Parlamento e della Commissione europea all'indo-
mani delle elezioni, faremo un focus, a cura dell'Universita di Siena e dello Europe Direct Information
Center (EDIC) di Siena, sulle Politiche di Coesione e di Sviluppo Territoriale promosse dall'Unione Eu-
ropea. Terremo alcuni approfondimenti sulla comunicazione dell'Europa a livello locale e vari focus
sulle politiche di coesione e sviluppo per le aree interne e le aree costiere, sulle loro esigenze e sulle
sfide specifiche di queste aree, quali il potenziamento dell'accesso ai servizi essenziali, le vulnerabilita
sociali e la sostenibilita ambientale. Si trattera anche il ruolo della Regione Toscana nella distribuzione
e gestione dei fondi europei.

E possibile fare domanda d’iscrizione alla Scuola entro il 25 novembre.

Per info:
viareggio@casaeuropa.eu

CASA EUROPA
VIAREGGIO

SCUOLA DI POLITICHE EUROPEE
URSULA HIRSCHMANN

Le nuove sfide europee nelle
politiche di coesione
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APERTE LE ISCRIZIONI

Hotel Palace, Viareggio
29 - 30 novembre 2024
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True or false? How to defend yourself against disinformation

In today's complex digital and media landscape, citizens must become more resilient against disinformation.
s This is where media literacy can help, by enhancing criti-
cal thinking and helping citizens better navigate informa-
' tion, especially online, and identify and counter disinfor-
mation. Between 24 and 31 October, we mark Global
Media and Information Literacy week, an occasion to
raise awareness about the importance of promoting me-
dia and information literacy for all.

The EU supports EU countries and civil society in taking
measures that develop media literacy skills and the
Commission facilitates the sharing of best practices.
Guidelines and toolkits have also been developed for
teachers to help them ensure digital literacy through
education.

In the context of the 2024 European elections, the Commission also released a number of awareness-raising
products for wide and continuous use by citizens and professionals, and ran an EU-wide campaign, together
with the European Regulators Group for Audiovisual Media Services.

The European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO) also brings together fact-checkers, academia and other rele-
vant stakeholders. Supported by the Commission, EDMO contributes to identifying best practices in the field of
media literacy, promoting knowledge exchange and to carrying out awareness-raising campaigns.

Disinformation, misinformation and foreign information manipulation and interference are a serious threat to de-
mocracy and societies. 86% of Europeans agree with this, noting that the rapid spread of disinformation is a ma-
jor problem for democracy, according to an EU survey. Building societal resilience against disinformation
through media literacy will therefore continue to play a crucial role in helping citizens of all ages to navigate the
modern news environment and take informed decisions.

https://commission.europa.eu/news/true-or-false-how-defend-yourself-against-disinformation-2024-10-23_en
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